[bookmark: _bb6t6f6b9omp]Friendship Sermon Series Booklet

[bookmark: _cjzxa0wa8rr6]WEEK 1 | David and Hushai | Series Introduction
[bookmark: _9q9btlw5mzzw]
Bible Reading | 2 Samuel 15:32-37 
32 When David arrived at the summit, where people used to worship God, Hushai the Arkite was there to meet him, his robe torn and dust on his head. 33 David said to him, “If you go with me, you will be a burden to me. 34 But if you return to the city and say to Absalom, ‘Your Majesty, I will be your servant; I was your father’s servant in the past, but now I will be your servant,’ then you can help me by frustrating Ahithophel’s advice. 35 Won’t the priests Zadok and Abiathar be there with you? Tell them anything you hear in the king’s palace. 36 Their two sons, Ahimaaz son of Zadok and Jonathan son of Abiathar, are there with them. Send them to me with anything you hear.”
37 So Hushai, David’s confidant, arrived at Jerusalem as Absalom was entering the city.

Questions/ Reflections
1. Pray 
2. Read the passage for the week
3. What does this passage teach us about God? Who is God? What is God like? What has God done?
4. What does this passage teach us about us as human beings, particularly about relationships, connection, belonging and friendships?
5. What does this passage teach us about how we are supposed to respond to God? What does God expect of us in light of his Word?
6. Pray and worship as you close

[bookmark: _axmw5nwge8jo]WEEK 2 | Abraham and Lot | Commitment

Bible Reading | Genesis 14:8-16 
8 Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of Zeboyim and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) marched out and drew up their battle lines in the Valley of Siddim 9 against Kedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goyim, Amraphel king of Shinar and Arioch king of Ellasar—four kings against five. 10 Now the Valley of Siddim was full of tar pits, and when the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some of the men fell into them and the rest fled to the hills. 11 The four kings seized all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and all their food; then they went away. 12 They also carried off Abram’s nephew Lot and his possessions, since he was living in Sodom.
13 A man who had escaped came and reported this to Abram the Hebrew. Now Abram was living near the great trees of Mamre the Amorite, a brother of Eshkol and Aner, all of whom were allied with Abram. 14 When Abram heard that his relative had been taken captive, he called out the 318 trained men born in his household and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 15 During the night Abram divided his men to attack them and he routed them, pursuing them as far as Hobah, north of Damascus. 16 He recovered all the goods and brought back his relative Lot and his possessions, together with the women and the other people.

Questions/ Reflections
1. Pray 
2. Read the passage for the week
3. What does this passage teach us about God? Who is God? What is God like? What has God done?
4. What does this passage teach us about us as human beings, particularly about relationships, connection, belonging and friendships?
5. What does this passage teach us about how we are supposed to respond to God? What does God expect of us in light of his Word?
6. Pray and worship as you close. 



[bookmark: _897cf6raif9y]WEEK 3 | Elijah and Elisha | Friends as Mentors

Bible Reading | 2 Kings 2:1-12
2 When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the Lord has sent me to Bethel.”
But Elisha said, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel.
3 The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, “Do you know that the Lord is going to take your master from you today?”
“Yes, I know,” Elisha replied, “so be quiet.”
4 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the Lord has sent me to Jericho.”
And he replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went to Jericho.
5 The company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, “Do you know that the Lord is going to take your master from you today?”
“Yes, I know,” he replied, “so be quiet.”
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.”
And he replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them walked on.
7 Fifty men from the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. 8 Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the water with it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry ground. 9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from you?”
“Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied.
10 “You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be yours—otherwise, it will not.”
11 As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 12 Elisha saw this and cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha saw him no more. Then he took hold of his garment and tore it in two.

Questions/ Reflections
1. Pray 
2. Read the passage for the week
3. What does this passage teach us about God? Who is God? What is God like? What has God done?
4. What does this passage teach us about us as human beings, particularly about relationships, connection, belonging and friendships?
5. What does this passage teach us about how we are supposed to respond to God? What does God expect of us in light of his Word?
6. Pray and worship as you close. 



[bookmark: _3mr0v8ae8f8g]
[bookmark: _9s7zjcmtz2o9]WEEK 4 | Moses and Aaron | Complimentary Gifts

Bible Reading | Exodus 4:10-17
10 Moses said to the Lord, “Pardon your servant, Lord. I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.”
11 The Lord said to him, “Who gave human beings their mouths? Who makes them deaf or mute? Who gives them sight or makes them blind? Is it not I, the Lord? 12 Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.”
13 But Moses said, “Pardon your servant, Lord. Please send someone else.”
14 Then the Lord’s anger burned against Moses and he said, “What about your brother, Aaron the Levite? I know he can speak well. He is already on his way to meet you, and he will be glad to see you. 15 You shall speak to him and put words in his mouth; I will help both of you speak and will teach you what to do. 16 He will speak to the people for you, and it will be as if he were your mouth and as if you were God to him. 17 But take this staff in your hand so you can perform the signs with it.”
Questions/ Reflections
1. Pray 
2. Read the passage for the week
3. What does this passage teach us about God? Who is God? What is God like? What has God done?
4. What does this passage teach us about us as human beings, particularly about relationships, connection, belonging and friendships?
5. What does this passage teach us about how we are supposed to respond to God? What does God expect of us in light of his Word?
6. Pray and worship as you close. 


[bookmark: _o3qyyfvra4z2]WEEK 5 | Ruth and Naomi | Loyalty

Bible Reading | Ruth 1: 16-18
16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.” 18 When Naomi realized that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her.
Questions/ Reflections
1. Pray 
2. Read the passage for the week
3. What does this passage teach us about God? Who is God? What is God like? What has God done?
4. What does this passage teach us about us as human beings, particularly about relationships, connection, belonging and friendships?
5. What does this passage teach us about how we are supposed to respond to God? What does God expect of us in light of his Word?
6. Pray and worship as you close. 



[bookmark: _yfmot1fwhgdm]WEEK 6 | Job | Friends with good intentions

Bible Reading | Job 2: 11-13
11 When Job’s three friends, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite, heard about all the troubles that had come upon him, they set out from their homes and met together by agreement to go and sympathize with him and comfort him. 12 When they saw him from a distance, they could hardly recognize him; they began to weep aloud, and they tore their robes and sprinkled dust on their heads. 13 Then they sat on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights. No one said a word to him, because they saw how great his suffering was.
Questions/ Reflections
1. Pray 
2. Read the passage for the week
3. What does this passage teach us about God? Who is God? What is God like? What has God done?
4. What does this passage teach us about us as human beings, particularly about relationships, connection, belonging and friendships?
5. What does this passage teach us about how we are supposed to respond to God? What does God expect of us in light of his Word?
6. Pray and worship as you close. 



[bookmark: _dsuo7vp1tm9g]WEEK 7 | Joshua | Unlikely Allies

Bible Reading | Joshua 2: 1-21
2 Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. “Go, look over the land,” he said, “especially Jericho.” So they went and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there.
2 The king of Jericho was told, “Look, some of the Israelites have come here tonight to spy out the land.” 3 So the king of Jericho sent this message to Rahab: “Bring out the men who came to you and entered your house, because they have come to spy out the whole land.”
4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She said, “Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know where they had come from. 5 At dusk, when it was time to close the city gate, they left. I don’t know which way they went. Go after them quickly. You may catch up with them.” 6 (But she had taken them up to the roof and hidden them under the stalks of flax she had laid out on the roof.) 7 So the men set out in pursuit of the spies on the road that leads to the fords of the Jordan, and as soon as the pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut.
8 Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof 9 and said to them, “I know that the Lord has given you this land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are melting in fear because of you. 10 We have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea[a] for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed.[b] 11 When we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below.
12 “Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that you will show kindness to my family, because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign 13 that you will spare the lives of my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them—and that you will save us from death.”
14 “Our lives for your lives!” the men assured her. “If you don’t tell what we are doing, we will treat you kindly and faithfully when the Lord gives us the land.”
15 So she let them down by a rope through the window, for the house she lived in was part of the city wall. 16 She said to them, “Go to the hills so the pursuers will not find you. Hide yourselves there three days until they return, and then go on your way.”
17 Now the men had said to her, “This oath you made us swear will not be binding on us 18 unless, when we enter the land, you have tied this scarlet cord in the window through which you let us down, and unless you have brought your father and mother, your brothers and all your family into your house. 19 If any of them go outside your house into the street, their blood will be on their own heads; we will not be responsible. As for those who are in the house with you, their blood will be on our head if a hand is laid on them. 20 But if you tell what we are doing, we will be released from the oath you made us swear.”
21 “Agreed,” she replied. “Let it be as you say.”
So she sent them away, and they departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in the window.

Questions/ Reflections
1. Pray 
2. Read the passage for the week
3. What does this passage teach us about God? Who is God? What is God like? What has God done?
4. What does this passage teach us about us as human beings, particularly about relationships, connection, belonging and friendships?
5. What does this passage teach us about how we are supposed to respond to God? What does God expect of us in light of his Word?
6. Pray and worship as you close. 



[bookmark: _20uh3jixz4o4]WEEK 8 | Paul and Timothy | Encouragement
Bible Reading | 2 Timothy 1:3-7
3 I thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.
6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline.

Questions/ Reflections
1. Pray 
2. Read the passage for the week
3. What does this passage teach us about God? Who is God? What is God like? What has God done?
4. What does this passage teach us about us as human beings, particularly about relationships, connection, belonging and friendships?
5. What does this passage teach us about how we are supposed to respond to God? What does God expect of us in light of his Word?
6. Pray and worship as you close. 



[bookmark: _fkpmxetrib6e]WEEK 9 | David and Jonathan | Sacrificial Love

Bible Reading | 1 Samuel 20: 27-33
27 But the next day, the second day of the month, David’s place was empty again. Then Saul said to his son Jonathan, “Why hasn’t the son of Jesse come to the meal, either yesterday or today?”
28 Jonathan answered, “David earnestly asked me for permission to go to Bethlehem. 29 He said, ‘Let me go, because our family is observing a sacrifice in the town and my brother has ordered me to be there. If I have found favor in your eyes, let me get away to see my brothers.’ That is why he has not come to the king’s table.”
30 Saul’s anger flared up at Jonathan and he said to him, “You son of a perverse and rebellious woman! Don’t I know that you have sided with the son of Jesse to your own shame and to the shame of the mother who bore you? 31 As long as the son of Jesse lives on this earth, neither you nor your kingdom will be established. Now send someone to bring him to me, for he must die!”
32 “Why should he be put to death? What has he done?” Jonathan asked his father. 33 But Saul hurled his spear at him to kill him. Then Jonathan knew that his father intended to kill David.

Questions/ Reflections
1. Pray 
2. Read the passage for the week
3. What does this passage teach us about God? Who is God? What is God like? What has God done?
4. What does this passage teach us about us as human beings, particularly about relationships, connection, belonging and friendships?
5. What does this passage teach us about how we are supposed to respond to God? What does God expect of us in light of his Word?
6. Pray and worship as you close. 



[bookmark: _fach76a4gc3z]WEEK 10 | Jesus and Peter | Forgiveness & Reconciliation

Bible Reading | John 13: 33-38
33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
36 Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?”
Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.”
37 Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.”
38 Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? Very truly I tell you, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times!
Questions/ Reflections
1. Pray 
2. Read the passage for the week
3. What does this passage teach us about God? Who is God? What is God like? What has God done?
4. What does this passage teach us about us as human beings, particularly about relationships, connection, belonging and friendships?
5. What does this passage teach us about how we are supposed to respond to God? What does God expect of us in light of his Word?
6. Pray and worship as you close. 
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